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STAFF  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

George  W.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer: 

Jessie  M.  L.  Wright,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 
(Left  October  2nd) 

Assistant  School  Meidical  Officer: 

J.  E.  J.  Palser,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon: 

Thomas  S.  Blacklidge,  M.D.,  D.O.M.S. 

Child  Psychiatrist  (Part-Time); 

C.  S.  Parker,  M.D.,  D.P.M. 

Educational  Psychologist: 

Miss  I.  Bauminger,  Ph.D. 

Social  Worker: 

Miss  M.  Eastham,  M.A.,  F.R.A.I. 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer: 

Marshall  Smith,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Eng.) 

Consultant  Dental  Surgeon  (Part-Time); 

H.  Ackers,  M.B.,  F.D.S.,  R.C.S.E.,  F.R.C.S. 

Dental  Officers: 

John  S Couper,  L.D.S.  (Edin.) 

Mrs.  J.  Hopkinson,  L.D.S.  (Manchester) 

R.  Martyn,  L.D.S.  (Liverpool) 

School  Nurses: 

Miss  E.  Jones,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  M.S.S.Ch.  (Senior  Nurse) 
Miss  R.  Hickson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  W.  O’Gara  (nee  Cahill),  R.S.C.N.,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 
Mrs.  M.  Harrap  (formerly  Driver),  S.R.N.,  M.S.S.Ch. 
Mrs.  J.  Smith,  S.R.N. 

Miss  E.  Wolstencroft,  S.R.N. 

Miss  E.  W.  Walker,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 
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Speech  Therapist: 

Miss  B.  J.  Booth,  L.C.S.T. 

Teacher  of  Lip  Reading  (Part-Time): 

Miss  M.  Sandiford,  B.A.  (Univ.  Cert,  for  Teachers  of  the  Deaf, 
Manchester  University) 

Clerical  Staff: 

Mrs.  B.  Wilkinson  (Senior  Clerk) 

Miss  J.  Sheare 
Miss  K.  Walker 
Mrs.  E.  Briggs 

Mrs.  D.  Midgley  (left  February  22nd) 

Miss  I.  Sealey  (commenced  March  22nd) 

Miss  A.  Lister  (left  November  30th) 

Miss  P.  Taylor  (left  August  28th) 

Miss  G.  Handley  (commenced  Jan.  18th,  left  March  6th) 
Miss  A.  Ashton-Rigby  (commenced  September  27th) 

Dental  Attendants: 

Miss  C.  Banks 
Miss  E.  G.  Cutler 
Mrs.  G.  J.  Dodds 

Miss  M.  E.  Ingle  (commenced  Jan.  18th,  left  March  31st) 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Gregory  (commenced  July  12th,  left  Oct.  16th) 
Miss  M.  Hoggan  (commenced  October  18th) 

Hygiene  Assistant: 

Miss  J.  Kirkman 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BLACKPOOL 


Area  of  Borough  (including  foreshore)  (acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  latest  official  estimate) 

No.  of 
Schools 

Technical  College  (Junior  Day  Department)  1 

Secondary  Grammar  3 

Grammar:  Independent  Aided  3 

Grammar:  Independent  Recognised  1 

Secondary  Technical  1 

Secondary  Modern  8 

Primary  33 

Non-Reorganised  2 

Open  Air  1 


19,580 

147,500 

No.  of 
Pupils 
36 
1,495 
1,342 
406 
728 
3,538 
10,660 
764 
44 


Total  53  19,013 


CO-ORDINATION 

The  School  Health  Service  and  the  Public  Health  Department  work 
in  close  co-operation,  and  an  excellent  liaison  exists.  Infant  Welfare 
Health  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  record  cards  are  transferred  to 
the  School  Health  Service  when  the  child  reaches  school  age,  and  these 
records  are  of  great  value  when  the  child  is  medically  examined  in  school. 

Good  co-operation  exists  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  treatment 
in  the  Physiotherapy  Department,  and  examination  in  the  Chest  Clinic. 

Co-operation  by  the  schools  and  the  School  Welfare  Department 
has  again  been  excellent,  and  this  is  most  helpful  in  our  work. 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE 

During  the  year,  redecorating  has  been  carried  out  as  follows: — 

Interior 

Tyldesley:  Girls;  Boys  and  Girls  (pre-fabricated  building). 

Revoe  Boys  and  Girls. 

Sacred  Heart  R.C.  School  (certain  parts). 

Collegiate  School. 

Palatine  Secondary  Technical,  Boys’  department. 

Thames  Road  Annexe,  350  Lytham  Road,  and  rear  of  356/8 
Lytham  Road  (certain  parts). 

Arnold  Boarders’  house,  354-8  Lytham  Road. 

St.  Kentigern’s  R.C.  School  (certain  parts). 

St.  John  Vianney  R.C.  School  (certain  parts). 

Claremont  Boys  and  Girls  (certain  parts). 

Ashburton  Road  Clinic  (certain  parts). 

Interior  and  Exterior 

Schools  Kitchens  at — Devonshire  School,  Collegiate  School,  High- 
field  School,  Norbreck  School.  Stanley  School,  Baines  Endowed 
School,  also  Courtfield  Kitchen  No.  2. 

Exterior  only 

Waterloo  School — all  departments. 

Courtfield  School  of  Catering,  121  Hornby  Road. 

Courtfield  Kitchen,  No.  1. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

In  accordance  with  the  existing  recommendations  of  the  Ministry 
of  Education,  children  were  inspected  in  the  following  age  groups: — 

Primary  Schools — 5 years  old  (Beginners) 

Secondary  Schools — 1 1 years  old  (entrants  to  Secondary  Schools) 

Secondary  Schools — 15  years  old  (Leavers) 

In  addition,  a Nurses’  Survey  of  the  Intermediate  age  group  was 
carried  out. 

The  total  numbers  examined  in  the  Schools  in  the  three  age  groups 
were  as  follows: — 


Entrants  1,725 

Second  Age  Group  304 

Third  Age  Group 1,303 


Total  3,332 


Other  examinations  were  carried  out  in  the  Schools  as  follows: — 


Re-examinations  1,084 

Special  Inspections  205 

Nurses’  Survey  (7  -f  group)  1,712 

Re-tests  for  vision  1,173 

Special  Classes  Survey  351 

Other  School  Work 

Audiometer  Tests  61 

Total  number  of  children  immunised  against 

Diphtheria  2,405 


FOLLOWING  UP 

Children  with  defects  found  at  Medical  Inspections  are  re-examined 
at  subsequent  inspections  held  in  the  schools,  and  seen  at  the  clinics 
where  necessary. 

WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSES 
(A)  In  the  Schools 

1.  Routine  Cleanliness  Surveys  three  times  a year.  Following-up 
of  children  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition. 

2.  Monthly  visits  to  Open  Air  School  and  Special  Classes. 

3.  Special  visits,  as  required,  in  respect  of  outbreaks  of  infectious 
diseases. 

4.  Survey  of  7 + age  group  for  ascertainment  of  general  physical 
condition  and  visual  acuity. 

5.  Seeing  children  for  whom  spectacles  have  been  prescribed  to 
ensure  that  the  spectacles  have  been  obtained. 

6.  Group  Audiometer  tests  for  Deafness. 

7.  Assistance  at  Routine  Inspections  and  Immunisation  sessions. 

8.  Consultation  with  Head  Teachers  with  regard  to  special  cases. 

9.  Treatment  of  minor  ailments  (twice  weekly)  in  school  in 
outlying  district  of  the  town. 
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(B)  In  the  Clinics 

1.  Attendance  daily  at  inspection  and  treatment  clinics,  under  the 
School  Medical  Officers’  supervision. 

2.  Attendance  at  Refraction  Clinics  twice  weekly. 

3.  Examination  of  cases  of  Ringworm,  and  contacts,  under  Wood’s 
Glass. 

4.  Individual  Audiometer  tests  of  children  with  defective  hearing. 

5.  Supervision  of  the  work  of  the  Hygiene  Assistant  at  the 
Cleansing  and  Scabies  treatment  clinics. 

(C)  In  the  Homes 

1.  Domiciliary  visits  to  delicate  children  during  long  absences 
from  school. 

2.  Following  up  of  children  referred  for  treatment  or  observation 
by  the  Chest  Physician. 

3.  Visiting  and  advising  parents  concerning  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tions found  at  Cleanliness  Surveys. 

4.  Following-up  of  cases  failing  to  attend  for  treatment  at  Clinics. 

5.  Miscellaneous  visits  (e.g.,  parents’  requests:  investigation  of 
progress  after  operative  treatment,  etc,), 

(D)  Keeping  of  statistical  records  for  monthly  and  annual  reports 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  School  Nurses  was  as 


follows: — 

To  the  Homes  752 

To  the  Schools  914 

Number  of  sessions  spent  in  the  Clinics  2,206 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS 
DURING  THE  YEAR.  (IN  AGE  GROUPS) 


Age  Groups 

(1) 

Number 
of  Pupils 
Inspected 

(2) 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

(3) 

%of 
Col.  2 
(4) 

No. 

(5) 

%of 
Col.  2 
(6) 

No. 

(7) 

%of 
Col.  2 
(8) 

Entrants 

1,725 

1,382 

80-11 

334 

19-96 

9 

-52 

Second  Age  Group 

304 

278 

91-45 

25 

8-22 

1 

-32 

Third  Age  Group 

1,303 

1,146 

87-95 

126 

9-67 

31 

2-37 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3,332 

2,806 

84-21 

485 

14-55 

41 

1-23 

These  figures  are  not  quite  so  good  as  those  for  last  year,  but  the 
slight  difference  (3.1  % fewer  in  the  A category)  is  not  significant;  for  the 
assessment  of  general  condition  cannot  be  mathematically  precise. 
Moreover,  the  constant  improvement  indicated  in  the  percentages  for 
recent  years  could  not  continue  indefinitely  at  the  same  pace. 
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Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt 

129  notes  were  issued  to  the  Foxton  Dispensary,  which  has  con- 
tinued to  supply  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  to  delicate  children. 

164  jars  of  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt  have  been  distributed  by  the 
Education  Authority  for  those  children  whose  parents  are  unable  to 
attend  the  Foxton  Dispensary,  and  for  cases  in  which  a prolonged 
course  is  not  required.  450  jars  of  Maltoline  with  Iron  have  also  been 
issued. 

A regular  supply  of  Oil  and  Malt  and  Vitamins  has  been  provided 
for  the  children  at  the  Open  Air  School. 


CLEANLINESS 


Inspection 

Total 

Examinations 

Percentage  with 
few  nits 

Percentage  with 
many  nits 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

First 

12,542 

6,072 

6,470 

■51 

262 

•23 

■98 

Second 

13,888 

5,939 

7,949 

■63 

160 

■30 

•75 

Third 

14,181 

6,587 

7,594 

■51 

233 

■19 

M7 

Total  number  of  Inspections  40,611 

Total  number  of  individual  children  found  imclean  485 

Number  of  Follow-up  Inspections  of  these  cases  1,641 


By  comparison  with  the  return  for  the  previous  year,  this  table 
points  to  satisfactory  advances  in  standards  of  cleanliness,  in  suppression 
of  vermin,  and  in  co-operation  by  patients’  families.  A small  proportion 
of  cases,  however,  have  to  be  treated  in  spite  of  persistent  failure  to 
co-operate. 

CLEANLINESS  CENTRE— Ashburton  Road  CUnic 

During  the  year,  664  attendances  were  made  for  Head  Cleansing. 
There  were  110  individual  children,  some  of  whom,  having  been  cleared, 
became  re-infested,  and  therefore  made  subsequent  attendances. 

5 children  attended  the  Centre  for  skin  cleansing  only;  these  were 
cases  of  Scabies. 

Special  clinics  for  head  inspection  and  advice  were  held  at  Bennett 
Avenue  and  Hawes  Side  Clinics;  the  numbers  were  as  follows; — 

Bennett  Avenue  Clinic:  128  children  made  470  attendances 

Hawes  Side  Clinic:  84  children  made  415  attendances 

Cleanliness  Inspections.  During  the  year,  a total  number  of  369 
children  were  inspected  in  the  Clinics  for  cleanliness. 

TREATMENT  CLINICS:  MINOR  AILMENTS  AND  DENTAL 
The  School  Medical  Clinics 

The  treatment  of  minor  ailments  and  the  examination  of  defective 
vision  are  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinics.  Advice  is  given  on  general 
Medical  and  Surgical  cases,  and  when  necessary,  cases  are  referred  for 
treatment  to  their  own  doctors  or  to  Hospital  Specialists.  Every 
endeavour  is  made  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  family  General 
Practitioner. 
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The  School  Dental  Clinics 

The  branch  clinics  at  Ashburton  Road  and  the  southern  area 
operate  on  a part-time  basis.  Fillings  and  extractions  are  carried  out  in 
Bennett  Avenue  Clinic,  and  at  the  two  branch  clinics.  Orthodontic  work 
is  carried  out  at  Bennett  Avenue  Clinic  by  the  Consultant  Dental  Sur- 
geon, who  attends  part-time.  The  dental  clinic  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  town  has  now  moved  from  Roseacre  School  to  premises  at  350 
Lytham  Road. 


PREMISES 


CENTRAL  CLINIC,  BENNETT  AVENUE  (Medical  and  Dental) 


Open  daily — 

Monday  to  Friday  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

2-0  p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Saturday  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

BRANCH  CLINICS:  ASHBURTON  ROAD 

(a)  Medical:  Open  Monday  to  Friday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

(b)  Dental:  Open  Monday  to  Friday  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

(Every  alternate  week) 

Open  daily — Monday  to  Friday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

HAWES  SIDE  LANE  (MEDICAL) 

Open  Monday,  Tuesday, 

Thursday  and  Friday  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

350  LYTHAM  ROAD  (DENTAL) 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

(Every  alternate  week) 

Open  daily — Monday  to  Friday  2-0  p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 


In  addition,  the  following  specialist  clinics  are  held: — 

Premises  No.  of  sessions  per  week 

Orthodontic  work  Bennett  Avenue  2 

Dental  Clinic 


Ophthalmic  Clinic  Bennett  Avenue 

Medical  Clinic 


2 (2  hours  each) 


Child  Guidance  Clinic Ashburton  Road  10 

Clinic 


Speech  Clinic 


Lip  Reading 


Hornby  Rd.  Speech  7 1 

Clinic  r ~ ^ 

Ashburton  Rd.  Clinic  2 j 

Bennett  Avenue  3 

Clinic 


Medical  Clinics 


1954 

1953 

Attendances  

, 18,077  . 

. 18,144 

Number  of  ailments  dealt  with 

. 8,935  .. 

. 9,712 

Number  of  individual  children 

5,631 

, 5,115 

Average  number  of  visits  per  child  

3.2 

3.5 
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Details  of  cases  requiring  examination,  treatment,  or  advice  at  the 
Medical  Clinics: — 


Skin  Diseases  of  the  Skin  1,557 

Eyes  Visual  defects  (including  squints)  1,479 

External  eye  defects  289 

Glasses  for  repair  or  replacement  547 

Ears  Deafness,  Earache,  etc 253 

Nose  and  Throat  Catarrh,  sore  throats,  tonsillitis,  etc 712 

Orthopaedic  cases  Crippling  defects,  poor  posture,  fiat  feet  157 

Nervous  disorders  46 

Psychological  cases  Behaviour  and  personality  disorders, 

stability,  backwardness,  etc.  209 

Medical  cases  Speech  defects  20 

Cervical  glands  48 

Heart  and  Circulation  18 

Chest  and  Lung  defects 284 

Developmental  (including  Hernia)  8 

Miscellaneous  medical  cases  715 

Infectious  diseases  23 

Surgical  cases  Injuries,  Sprains,  Wounds 1,263 

Abscesses,  Boils  225 

Burns,  Scalds  51 

Minor  surgical  cases  101 

Special  Including  examinations  for  fitness  for 

Examinations  school;  issue  of  Employment  and  Enter- 

tainment Licences;  Boarded-out  children; 
special  cases  930 


SPECIALIST  TREATMENT 

The  Victoria  Hospital  deals  with  all  surgical  cases  and  emergencies 
referred  there  from  the  School  Clinics.  Tonsils  and  Adenoid  operations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Hospital  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  surgeons.  General 
Medical  cases  are  referred  to  the  Hospital  Paediatrician,  and  special 
medical  (e.g.  skin)  cases  to  the  appropriate  surgeon.  Eye  cases  requiring 
operation  or  Orthoptic  out-patient  treatment  are  treated  at  the  Hospital 
by  the  Eye  Specialists. 

The  following  cases  were  referred  to  Victoria  Hospital  during  the 
year,  from  the  School  Medical  Clinics; — 


For  Orthoptic  Treatment  60 

For  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  operation 146 

Other  ear,  nose  and  throat  cases  44 

Surgical  cases  8 

Medical  cases  5 

Casualities  and  emergencies  121 

For  X-Ray  17 

Skin  cases  11 

Orthopaedic  cases  19 

Eye  cases  6 

To  the  Paediatrician  10 

For  breathing  exercises  5 
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Whittingham  Mental  Hospital,  Preiston 

During  the  year,  8 cases  were  given  Electro  Encephalographic 
examinations,  for  diagnosis  of  suspected  Epilepsy. 

Manchester  University,  Department  for  Education  of  the  Deaf 

One  child  was  referred  for  examination  by  the  Specialist,  for  ascer- 
tainment of  degree  of  deafness. 

Manchester  Hospital  for  Skin  Diseases 

One  child  with  positive  ringworm  of  the  scalp  was  referred  for 
X-Ray  Epilation. 

ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


Children  treated  as  In-patients  at  Victoria  Hospital  34 

Children  treated  as  In-patients  in  other  Hospitals 3 

Children  treated  in  the  Orthopaedic  Out-Patients’  Depart- 
ment of  Victoria  Hospital  58 


HEART  DEFECTS 

In  the  Routine  Medical  Inspections,  53  children  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  defects  of  Heart  and  Circulation.  The  necessary  treat- 
ment and  supervision  has  been  carried  out.  Severe  cardiac  defects  are 
kept  under  continuous  observation,  and  admitted  to  the  Open  Air  School 
where  necessary. 


SPASTIC  PARALYSIS 


Total  number  of  cases  kept  under  observation 17 

Not  severely  affected — able  to  attend  ordinary  schools  9 

More  severely  affected — attending  Open  Air  School  2 

Severely  handicapped — at  special  residential  schools  for 

Physically  Handicapped  Children  2 

Not  at  school  (awaiting  admission  to  Special  School) 1 

In  Hospital,  or  Hospital  Special  Schools  3 


RHEUMATISM 

During  the  year  1 1 children  suffering  from  Rheumatism  have  been 
seen  in  the  School  Clinic,  as  follows; 


Rheumatic  Fever  2 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  2 

Rheumatic  Carditis  7 


4 of  the  children  (cases  of  Rheumatic  Carditis)  are  in  ordinary  schools 
under  special  supervision.  Some  of  these  cases  were  referred  after 
treatment  in  Victoria  Hospital,  for  following  up.  Special  educational 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  remaining  7 cases,  as  follows: — 

Home  Tuition — 2 cases  of  Rheumatic  Fever. 

1 case  of  Rheumatoid  Arthritis. 

1 case  of  Rheumatic  Carditis. 

Open  Air  School — 2 cases  of  Rheumatic  Carditis. 

1 case  of  Rheumatoid  Arthritis. 
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CONVALESCENT  TREATMENT 

During  the  year,  49  delicate  or  debilitated  children  received  Con- 
valescent treatment  in  the  following  homes; — 


Ormerod  Convalescent  Home,  St.  Annes-on-Sea  38 

John  Reynolds  R.C.  Convalescent  Home,  Lytham  2 

Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby 6 

Boarbank  Hall  Convalescent  Home,  Grange-over-Sands  3 


DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN 

The  total  number  of  skin  lesions  recorded  at  the  Clinics  during  the 
year  was  1,557.  These  included  Impetigo,  Septic  Abrasions,  Warts, 
Eczema,  etc. 

Ringworm.  During  the  year  five  children  were  examined  under 
Wood’s  Glass  for  diagnosis  of  Ringworm  of  the  scalp.  One  case  proved 
to  be  positive,  and  was  referred  to  Manchester  Skin  Hospital  for  X-Ray 
epilation.  20  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  body  were  treated  at  the  Clinic. 

VISUAL  DEFECTS 

Defects  asceilained  at  Routine  Medical  Inspections  in  Schools 


Number  of  children  referred  for  refraction 128 

Number  for  observation  (slight  defective  vision)  212 

Wearing  suitable  glasses  244 

Wearing  glasses,  and  referred  for  re-test 30 

Nurses’  Survey  in  Schools — periodic  check  of  children  wearing  glasses 

Total  number  inspected  1,206 

Number  referred  for  re-test  64 

Nurses’  Survey — Inspection  of  7 -I-  group 

Number  of  children  requiring  refraction  or  re-test 165 

REFRACTION  CLINIC— HELD  AT  BENNETT  AVENUE  CLINIC 

Number  of  Refraction  Clinics  held 71 

Number  of  children  examined 930 

Number  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  445 

Number  for  whom  spectacles  were  not  advised 162 

Number,  already  wearing  spectacles,  for  whom  no 

change  of  lens  was  advised  323 

Number  referred  for  Orthoptic  treatment  61 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  defects  found  among  the  children 
for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed. 

Simple  Hypermetropia  129 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  .* 83 

Simple  Myopia  176 

Mixed  Astigmatism  13 

Myopic  Astigmatism  38 

(Squint  cases  occurring  among  the  above — 78) 

Other  cases  6 
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EAR  DEFECTS 


During  the  year,  34  children  were  found,  at  Routine  Medical  Inspec- 
tions in  schools,  to  be  suffering  from  defects  of  the  ear,  and  requiring 
treatment: — 


Defective  Hearing  15 

Middle  Ear  disease  8 

Other  cases  11 


253  children  were  treated  in  the  School  Clinics  during  the  year,  as 
follows: — 


Defective  Hearing  27 

Middle  Ear  disease  86 

Other  cases  140 


6 children  received  operative  treatment  at  Victoria  Hospital  for  ear 
defects  during  the  year. 

GROUP  AUDIOMETER  TESTS 

Group  Audiometer  tests  have  been  carried  out  in  schools  since  the 
recent  purchase  of  the  new  Pure  Tone  Audiometer.  Up  to  the  end  of 
the  year,  visits  had  been  made  to  the  Open  Air  School,  and  the  senior 
special  classes  for  Educationally  Sub-Normal  children  attached  to 
Thames  Road  and  Tyldesley  Secondary  Modern  Schools. 

61  children  were  tested  in  these  schools;  some  of  these  children  were 
referred  to  the  Clinic  for  a re-test.  Children  found  to  have  defective 
hearing  were  given  the  necessary  treatment,  including  referral  to  Hospital 
in  some  cases,  and  in  one  case,  referred  for  Lip  Reading  lessons. 


In  School 

Number  of  sessions  4 

Number  of  children  tested  61 

Number  found  to  have  normal  hearing 56 

Number  re-tested  5 

Number  of  interviews  with  parents 1 

In  Clinic 

Number  of  children  tested  21 

Number  found  to  have  normal  hearing 10 

Number  with  defective  hearing  5 

Number  with  slight  defect  in  one  ear 6 

Number  referred  to  Victoria  Hospital  4 

Number  referred  for  Lip  Reading  lessons 1 


LIP  READING — at  Bennett  Avenue  Clinic 

Eight  children  attended  for  Lip  Reading  lessons  during  the  year. 
Cases  were  ascertained  through  Routine  Medical  Inspections,  Group 
Audiometer  tests,  and  examinations  in  the  School  Clinics. 

NOSE  AND  THROAT  DEFECTS 

At  the  Routine  Medical  Inspections,  308  children  were  found  to 
require  treatment  for  nose  and  throat  defects,  including  tonsillar  sepsis 
and/or  adenoids.  In  addition,  149  children  were  found  to  require 
observation  for  minor  defects. 
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146  children  were  referred  to  Victoria  Hospital  for  Tonsil  and 
Adenoid  operation.  A number  of  school  children  were  also  referred  to 
the  Hospital  direct  by  their  private  doctors.  604  children  received 
operative  treatment  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  during  the  year.  37 
children  received  operative  treatment  at  the  Hospital  for  other  nose  and 
throat  defects. 

SPEECH  CLINIC — at  125  Hornby  Road,  and  Ashburton  Road  Clinic 

72  children  were  under  regular  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
52  were  attending  periodically  for  consultation  and  advice.  During  the 
year,  2439  attendances  were  made.  The  total  number  of  patients  treated 
throughout  the  year  was  153. 

The  Speech  Clinic  is  housed  in  the  Hornby  Road  premises,  and  in 
addition,  the  Speech  Therapist  holds  two  clinics  per  week  at  Ashburton 
Road  Clinic,  for  the  convenience  of  children  living  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town.  The  waiting  list  for  Speech  Therapy  is  still  growing,  and, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  119,  but  the  Authority  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  a second  Speech  Therapist. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC— held  at  Ashburton  Road  Clinic 

During  the  year,  38  children  were  seen  by  the  Psychiatrist.  Cases 
were  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officers;  by  the  Head  Teachers;  the 
Children’s  Officer;  the  Speech  Therapist;  and  by  other  doctors,  including 
the  Paediatrician  at  Victoria  Hospital  through  the  School  Medical 
Officers. 

The  Educational  Psychologist  carried  out  212  psychological 
examinations  during  the  year.  Regular  remedial  training  and  psychiatric 
treatment  was  carried  out  in  the  Clinic,  including  some  play  therapy;  487 
attendances  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  five  existing  special  classes  in  primary  schools,  designed  to 
cater  for  ascertained  Educationally  Dull  and  Backward  children,  have 
been  continued  through  the  year.  Further  senior  special  classes  have 
now  been  established,  making  a total  of  five  classes  for  children  of 
secondary  school  age.  Each  class  can  cater  for  15  children,  thus  making 
the  total  accommodation  for  children  in  special  classes  in  the  town,  150. 

Maladjustment 

Wennington  Hall  was  opened  during  the  autumn  term  by  the  County 
Boroughs  of  Barrow-in-Furness,  Blaekpool,  Burnley  and  Bury,  as  a 
Residential  Special  School  to  accommodate  40  maladjusted  boys.  By 
the  end  of  the  year,  7 boys  from  Blackpool  had  been  admitted  to  this 
school. 


OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL 
All  Hallows  Road,  Bispham,  Blackpool 

There  were  44  children  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  (18  delicate 
and  26  physically  handicapped).  This  special  school  remains  filled  to 
capacity.  It  has  a very  happy  atmosphere. 

There  is  a need  for  a separate  school  for  Physically  Handicapped 
children. 


15 


CHEST  CLINIC 


The  Chest  Clinic  (under  the  Regional  Hospital  Board)  is  held  at 
the  Municipal  Health  Centre.  Special  sessions  are  arranged  for  children. 
Cases  are  referred  from  the  School  Clinics,  and  from  Routine  Medical 
Inspections.  X-ray  and  Tuberculosis  skin  reactions  are  carried  out.  A 
School  Nurse  visits  all  Chest  cases,  and,  where  treatment  such  as  Ultra- 
Violet  Ray,  or  breathing  exercises  is  recommended,  makes  the  necessary 
arrangements.  Such  treatment  is  carried  out  in  the  Authority’s  Health 
Centre  Physiotherapy  Department. 

Diagnosis  of  new  cases  referred  to  Chest  Clinic  Old  cases  still 

under  observation 


Bronchitis  

35 

5 

Bronchiectasis  

5 

4 

Asthma  

19 

2 

Upper  Respiratory  Infection 

49 

1 

Low  Grade  Pneumonia  

20 

3 

Non-Respiratory  Cervical  Adenitis 

7 

— 

Respiratory  Catarrh  

10 

2 

Pleurisy  

1 

— 

Primary  Tubercular  infection 

18 

1 

The  following  is  a summary  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  school 
children: — 


Boys 


Pulmonary 

In  Sanatorium  — 

Improving — Quiescent  12 

Discharged  1 

Left  the  town 1 

Glandular 

Quiescent  3 

Osseous  3 

Skin  1 


Girls  Total 


20  31 

3 4 

— 1 


1 

1 

1 


4 

4 

2 


During  the  year,  the  following  numbers  of  children  were  referred 
from  the  School  Medical  Clinics,  or  from  Routine  Medical  Inspections: — 


For  General  Sunlight  treatment  362 

For  local  treatment  (Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  case)  1 

For  Radiant  Heat  3 

For  Massage  2 

For  Special  Exercises  6 

For  Breathing  Exercises  82 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  attended  the 
Centre  for  Sunlight  Treatment  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  atten- 
dances made: — 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  ATTENDED  THE  SUNLIGHT 

CLINIC,  1954 


Diagnosis 

Boys 

Girls 

Individual 

Number 

Attendances 

Individual 

N umber 

Attendances 

Debility 

178 

819 

172 

757 

Glands  and  Tonsils 

21 

101 

19 

85 

Colds  and  Catarrh 

126 

631 

192 

857 

Bronchial  Catarrh 

8 

25 

13 

47 

Bronchitis 

29 

101 

23 

79 

Rheumatism 

18 

69 

11 

41 

Asthma 

33 

90 

32 

97 

Anaemia 

2 

8 

1 

6 

Ner\'6s 

2 

12 

3 

7 

Enuresis 

3 

12 

— 

— 

Psoriasis 

1 

2 

4 

17 

Alopecia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

62 

201 

48 

198 

Total 

473 

2,071 

518 

2,191 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  among  school 
children  during  the  year  was  1,087.  The  following  table  shows  the 
details,  also  the  corresponding  numbers  for  the  past  three  years. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

19: 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

106 

265 

172 

120 

Whooping  Cough  

108 

172 

208 

88 

Measles  

860 

212 

639 

514 

Cerebro-Spinal-Fever 

4 

3 

7 

2 

Typhoid  

— 

— 

1 

1 

Sonne  Dysentery  

1 

5 

501 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

5 

23 

4 

— 

Erysipelas  

3 

— 

— 

— 

During  the  year,  2,405  children  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
through  the  School  Health  Service,  as  follows:^ — 

Number  of  children  who  received  primary  injections 


(2  doses)  576 

Number  of  children  who  received  “Booster” 

(reinforcing)  doses  1,829 


This  number  compares  with  2,282  children  immunised  in  1953. 

Two  or  three  visits  were  paid  to  each  Primary  School,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  immunisation.  Several  special  clinic  sessions  were 
held  at  Bennett  Avenue  Clinic  for  the  purpose  of  immunising  absentees 
from  the  schools.  In  cases  where  parents  refused  the  offer  of  immunisa- 
tion of  the  children,  the  homes  were  visited  by  the  Nurses,  and  after 
explanation  of  the  advantage,  a number  of  the  parents  agreed  to  the 
immunisation.  The  ultimate  number  of  definite  refusals  was  very  small. 
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The  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Head  Teachers  in  arranging  for 
the  immunisation  sessions  in  school  was  very  much  appreciated. 

The  Health  Department  pass  on  details  of  children  immunised  in 
infancy  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department,  so  that  a co- 
ordinated record  of  immunisation  is  available  in  the  School  Clinic. 


Incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  School  Children  in  Blackpool  during 

the  last  ten  years 

1954  1953  1952  1951  1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1945 

0 0 0 0 3 12  10  14  9 48 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 


Blind 


Boys  Girls  Total 


Awaiting  admission  to  Special  School 
At  home,  considered  to  be  ineducable 

on  account  of  other  handicaps  

Partially  Sighted 

In  Residential  Schools  

Attending  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools 
under  special  supervision  


Deaf 

In  Residential  Schools  

At  home,  awaiting  admission  to  Special 

School  

At  home — Deaf  Mute,  ineducable 

At  school,  having  Lip-Reading  lessons  

Partially  Deaf 

In  Residential  Schools  

Attending  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools 
(Children  included  in  this  number,  having 
Lip  Reading  lessons 

Diabetic  (In  School)  

Delicate 

In  the  Open  Air  School  

At  home,  having  Home  Tuition 

In  Residential  Schools  

Physically  Handicapped 

In  Residential  Schools  

In  the  Open  Air  School  

At  home,  having  Home  Tuition 
At  home  

Slightly  Delicate  in  Ordinary  Schools 

Slightly  Physically  Handicapped  in 
Ordinary  Schools 


1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

3 

3 

6 

5 

7 

12 

1 



1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

7 

13 

2 

3 

5) 

2 

2 

4 

9 

10 

19 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

9 

16 

25 

3 

6 

9 

1 

— 

1 

15 

13 

28 

35 

31 

66 

18 


Boy  Girls 


Total 


Epileptic 

Attending  Residential  Schools  2 1 

Attending  ordinary  schools  7 — 

Petit  Mai 

Attending  ordinary  schools  3 — 

Educationally  Sub-Normal 

In  Residential  Special  Schools  9 7 

Awaiting  places  in  Residential  Schools  4 2 

Maladjusted 

Attending  Residential  Special  Schools  1 1 — 

Awaiting  places  in  Residential  Schools  1 3 


3 

7 


3 


16 

6 


11 

4 


CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES 


The  Chief  Constable’s  Clothing  Fund  has  continued  to  supply  needy 
children  with  clothing  and  footwear.  During  the  year,  148  children 
were  supplied  from  the  Fund  with  clothing  and  footwear;  108  children 
were  supplied  with  footwear  only,  and  7 children  with  clothing  only. 

The  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  has 

again  been  very  helpful  in  dealing  with  cases  of  neglect  referred  to  the 
Inspector.  The  numbers  for  the  year  are  as  follows: — 


Number  of  cases  dealt  with  10 

Number  of  children  dealt  with  26 

Number  of  adults  warned  or  advised 12 

Number  of  supervision  visits  38 


SCHOOL  MEALS  SERVICE 

The  total  number  of  meals  supplied  by  the  School  Kitchens  during 
1954  was  1,569,128,  compared  with  1,672,461  in  1953,  and  1,634,857  in 
1952.  The  average  percentage  of  children  having  school  meals  in  1954 
was  50.78  compared  with  49.5  for  1953. 


SPECIAL  EXAMINATIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  SCHOOL 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS 

Employment  of  children  out  of  school  hours 

During  the  year,  421  examinations  were  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  granting  of  licences  to  work  out  of  school  hours.  The  majority 
of  these  licences  were  for  delivering  newspapers. 

Employment  of  children  in  Entertainments 

73  examinations  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  children  applying  for 
licences  permitting  them  to  take  part  in  public  entertainments.  The 
majority  of  these  licences  were  for  children  taking  part  in  the  annual 
Tower  Ballet. 

Boarded-out  Children 

During  the  year,  79  periodic  examinations  of  Boarded-out  children 
were  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic,  by  arrangement  with  the  Children’s 
Officer.  Boarded-out  children  have  also  been  examined  and  treated  at 
the  Clinic  for  minor  ailments. 
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Teaching  Staff 

96  candidates  for  Teachers’  Training  Colleges  have  been  examined 
during  the  year  by  the  School  Medical  Officers.  15  newly-appointed 
teachers  were  also  medically  examined.  In  cases  where  up-to-date  Chest 
X-ray  reports  were  not  available,  arrangements  were  made  for  chest 
examinations  to  be  made  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre.  57  such 
examinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Fitness  for  Activities 

76  children  were  examined  during  the  year  to  ascertain  their  fitness 
for  Physical  Training,  Swimming,  JBoxing,  and  attendance  at  camp 
during  holidays. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  DENTAL 

OFFICER,  1954 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  staff  of  the  Dental  Clinic 
remained  at  four  Dental  Officers.  While  the  period  between  Routine 
Dental  Inspections  is  still  much  too  long,  it  is  being  reduced  slowly. 
This  period  could  be  reduced  much  more  rapidly  if  the  number  of  Dental 
Officers  was  increased  to  the  official  establishment,  i.e..  Principal  School 
Dental  Officer  and  four  Assistant  Dental  Officers,  although  the  number 
of  children  on  the  school  registers  would  justify  a still  further  increase  to 
an  establishment  of  five  Assistant  Dental  Officers,  as  recommended  in 
the  Ministry  of  Education  report  by  Dr.  Wynne. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  there  has  at  last  been  a reduction  in  the 
number  of  casual  patients  treated  for  the  urgent  relief  of  pain — 3,692 
to  3,077.  It  is  hoped  that  this  reduction  will  progressively  continue 
until  it  is  possible  to  reduce  the  number  of  sessions  required  each  week, 
which  could  then  be  utilised  for  the  more  important  conservative  work. 

During  the  year,  4,820  patients  made  8,488  attendances  at  the 
Clinic,  and  4,087  had  their  treatment  completed.  Teeth  extracted  num- 
bered 6,873  and  3,334  fillings  were  inserted.  3,591  general  anaesthetics 
were  given  for  the  extraction  of  teeth. 

The  reduction  in  these  figures  compared  to  the  previous  year  was 
due  to  the  long  illness  of  Mrs.  H.  Hopkinson,  a total  of  188  treatment 
sessions  being  lost. 

The  Consulting  Dental  Surgeon,  Mr.  H.  Ackers,  accepted  55  new 
cases  for  Orthondontic  treatment,  and  99  patients  had  their  treatment 
completed.  800  attendances  were  made  during  the  year. 

TABLE  I 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 

MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
(INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS) 

A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Age  Groups  inspected  and  number  of  children  examined  in  each; 


Entrants  1,725 

Second  Age  Group  304 

Third  Age  Group  1,303 


Total  3,332 

Additional  Periodic  Inspections — 

Grand  Total  3,332 
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B.  Other  Inspections 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  8,619 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  10,122 


Total  18,741 


C.  Pupils  Found  to  Require  Treatment 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection 
to  require  treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with 
Vermin). 


Age  Groups 

Inspected 

For  Defective 

V ision 
(excluding 
Squint) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  IIa 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Entrants 

15 

751 

723 

Second  Age  Group 

16 

94 

100 

Third  Age  Group 

97 

194 

267 

Total 

128 

1,039 

1,090 

Additional  Periodic 
Inspections 







Grand  Total 

128 

1,039 

1,090 
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TABLE  II 


A.— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1954 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  0 

f Defects 

No.  c 

)f  Defects 

De- 

fect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

obsen-ation 
but  not 
i-equiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
imder 

oljservation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(5) 

4 

Skin 

72 

54 

1,557 

— 

5 

Eyes:  (a)  Vision 

128 

212 

367 

146 

(b)  Squint 

26 

82 

78 

15 

(c)  Other 

24 

13 

289 

— 

6 

Ears:  (a)  Hearing 

15 

6 

27 

12 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

8 

13 

86 

— 

(c)  Other 

11 

4 

140 

— 

7 

N ose  or  Throat 

308 

149 

712 

— 

8 

Speech 

78 

19 

20 

— 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

67 

77 

48 

— 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

9 

44 

18 

— 

11 

Lungs 

46 

27 

284 

— 

12 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia 

— 

7 

2 

1 

(b)  Other 

4 

16 

6 

— 

13 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture 

16 

4 

3 

— 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

87 

3 

73 

— 

(c)  Other 

98 

29 

81 

6 

14 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy 

— 

10 

12 

— 

(b)  Other 

3 

3 

34 

— 

15 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

6 

6 

31 

— 

(b)  Stability 

70 

17 

178 

— 

16 

Other 

81 

46 

2,355 

— 
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B.  CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF 
PUPILS  INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE  GROUPS 


Ago  Groujjs 
Inspoctod 

(1) 

Number 
of  Pu])ils 
Inspected 

(■2) 

(A) 

(Good) 

(B) 

(Fair) 

(1 

B) 

oor) 

No. 

(3) 

% of 
Col.  2 

(■i) 

No. 

(N 

% of 
Col.  2 
(6) 

No. 

(V) 

%of 
Col.  2 
(8) 

Entrants 

1,725 

1,382 

80- 1 1 

334 

19-06 

9 

-52 

Second  Age  Grouj) 

304 

278 

01 -45 

25 

8-22 

1 

-32 

Third  Age  Group 

1,303 

1,140 

87-95 

126 

9-67 

31 

2-37 

Additional  Periodic 
Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3,332 

1,806 

84-21 

485 

14-55 

41 

1.23 

TABLE  III 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school 

nurses  or  other  authorised  persons 40,61 1 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  485 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  Cleansing 
notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2),  Education  Act,  1944)  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 
orders  were  issued  (Section  54(3),  Education  Act,  1944)  Nil 


TABLE  IV 

TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED 
PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SPECIAL 

SCHOOLS) 

GROUP  1. — DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for 

which  see  Table  III) 


Ringworm:  (i)  Scalp 
(ii)  Body 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  Skin  Diseases 


Total 


Number  of  cases  treated  or 

under  treatment 

during  the  year 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

1 

1 

20 

— 

12 

— 

224 

— 

1,300 

37 

1,557 

38 

23 


GROUP  II.— EYE  DISEASES,  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 


External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 
refraction  and  squint 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  Squint) 

Total 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

(b)  Obtained 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

289 

930 

57 

24 

1,219 

81 

445 

398 

— 

GROUP  III.— DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  OF  EAR, 

THROAT 

NOSE  AND 

Received  operative  treatment: 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 
Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

Total 

Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

253 

6 

604 

37 

201 

253 

848 

GROUP  IV.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 

(a)  Nximber  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals 

(b)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g.,  in  clinics  or 

out-patient  departments 

37 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

157 

92 

GROUP  V.— CHILD  GUIDANCE 


Nimiber  of  cases  treated 

In  the  Authority’s 

Child  Guidance 

Elsewhere 

Clinics 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance 

Clinics: 

By  Psychiatrist 

38 

— 

Psychological  Tests 

212 

— 

Total 

250 

— 
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GROUP  VI.— SPEECH  THERAPY 


Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

tlthorwiso 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists 

153 

— 

GROUP  VII.— OTHER  TREATMENT  GIVEN 


Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

1,640 

263 

(b)  Other  than  (a)  above: 

1 Medical 

1.085 

137 

2 Nervous  System 

3 

— 

3 Psychological 

76 

— 

Total 

2,804 

400 

TABLE  V 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  CARRIED  OUT-  BY 

THE  AUTHORITY 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental 


Officers: — 

(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections  7,334 

(b)  As  Specials  3,077 

Total  (1)  10,411 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  9,350 

(3)  Number  offered  treatment  6!l70 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  4,820 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  8,488 

(6)  Half-days  devoted  to:  Periodic  Inspection ’ 45 

Treatment  1,761 

Total  (6)  1,806 

(7)  Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth  3,330 

Temporary  Teeth  ’ 4 


Total  (7)  3,334 

(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled:  Permanent  Teeth 2,734 

Temporary  Teeth ’ 4 


Total  (8)  2,738 

(9)  Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth  1,583 

Temporary  Teeth  5^290 

Total  (9)  6,873 

(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  3,591 

(11)  Other  operations:  Permanent  Teeth  L275 

Temporary  Teeth  ’ 

Total  (11) 1,275 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

ORGANISERS  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


INTRODUCTION 

The  maturity  of  an  individual  may  be  defined  as  the  degree  to  which 
he  has  developed  his  inherited  resources.  It  is  the  function  of  those 
concerned  with  the  programme  of  Physical  Education  in  schools  to-day, 
to  analyse  the  particular  needs  of  the  individual  and  to  present  oppor- 
tunities for  participation  in  a variety  of  activities  and  skills  which  will 
bring  about  this  development. 

When  considering  the  inherited  resources  of  the  individual,  it  is 
impossible  to  disassociate  those  of  the  Body,  Mind  and  Spirit.  The 
development  of  these  three  complementary  units  to  the  limit  is,  broadly 
speaking,  the  objective  in  view.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  the  aims  of  the 
work  are  to  develop  the  health  and  strength  of  the  child  as  far  as  heredity 
and  environment  will  allow;  to  present  opportunities  which  take  into 
account  the  academic  rate  of  progress  of  the  individual  concerned,  and 
to  foster  a happy  adjustment  of  the  child  to  social  life  in  school  and 
in  the  community  at  large. 

Normally,  vigorous  participation  in  school,  in  interesting  and  educa- 
tional activities  provides  for  growth  and  development,  and  lays  a firm 
foundation  of  fitness  for  adult  life.  Strength  and  mobility  and  endurance 
are  part  of  it;  but  the  development  of  skills,  using  the  body  as  a tool  to 
perform  an  increasing  variety  of  tasks  with  understanding  and  efficiency 
is  another.  Learning  how  and  when  to  apply  effort,  and  when  to  con- 
serve it,  is  also  important,  and  this  is  likely  to  differ  from  one  child  to 
the  next.  If  his  physical  accomplishments  are  based  upon  knowledge 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  movement  involved,  the  child  will  more 
readily  adapt  the  skill  achieved  in  one  direction  to  the  particular  needs 
of  another,  and  this  also  is  a feature  of  the  work  to-day. 

Under  present  teaching  methods,  the  only  limiting  factor  in  progres- 
sion in  the  work  is  the  actual  ability  or  inherited  resources  of  the  child 
concerned.  The  teacher  to-day  can  no  longer  afford  to  have  precon- 
ceived and  specific  ideas  regarding  the  extent  of  acquisition  of  skills  of 
the  class  over  a given  period  of  time.  It  is  essential  that  he  should  have 
a minimum  basic  standard  which  should  be  high,  and  which  all  should 
achieve;  but  at  the  same  time  he  must  be  prepared  for.  and  allow  for.  and 
indeed  encourage,  a considerable  variation  in  the  degree  of  attainment 
above  that  level. 
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As  has  previously  been  emphasised,  if  there  is  one  factor  more 
important  that  others  in  planning  the  programme  of  Physical  Education, 
it  is  a thorough  understanding  of  the  children  for  whom  it  is  made.  The 
method  of  suiting  the  work  to  the  needs  of  the  individual  ensures  that 
every  child  is  working  to  the  limit  of  his  own  resources.  It  permits 
children  with  good  ability  to  go  as  far  as  they  can,  and  at  the  same  time 
safeguards  those  with  poor  ability  because  they  are  not  extended  beyond 
their  reasonable  capabilities.  Psychologically  the  method  is  ideal.  It 
inspires  confidence  from  the  outset  and  it  is  satisfying  to  the  child,  whose 
particular  needs  are  completely  fulfilled. 

Social  development  and  growth  are  demanded  of  citizens  in  a 
democracy.  Almost  more  than  at  any  other  time,  children  to-day  are 
given  the  opportunity  to  develop  character  through  activities  which 
demand  initiative  and  courage.  They  learn  to  accept  responsibility,  to 
plan  together,  to  recognise  the  rights  of  others,  to  lead,  or  to  follow  the 
leadership  of  a chosen  individual.  Important  also,  as  each  child’s 
future  depends  in  part  upon  it,  is  the  opportunity  which  modern 
Physical  Education  gives  him  of  learning  to  make  decisions,  and  of 
acquiring  the  ability  to  adapt  himself  under  a variety  of  conditions. 

Education  of  the  child  implies  that  the  particular  school  will  try  to 
maintain  or  improve  the  health  and  physical  skill,  the  mental  develop- 
ment and  social  adjustment  of  the  pupils.  The  Physical  Education 
programme  is  well  adapted  to  furthering  these  objectives  through  its 
activities,  as  the  following  report  will  show. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS  (Infants) 

Music  and  Movement  has  for  many  years  been  an  integral  part  of 
the  programme  in  Infant  Schools,  but  a certain  amount  of  confusion 
has  existed  among  teachers  regarding  the  relative  importance  of  music 
as  compared  with  movement  and  in  order  to  clarify  this  a series  of 
lecture-demonstrations  were  held  during  the  spring  at  Claremont  Infant 
School.  These  demonstrations  were  designed  to  emphasise  the  fact  that 
Movement  or  Creative  Dance  is  the  aim  of  the  scheme  of  work  with 
Music  being  used  as  a means  of  assisting  the  teacher  to  obtain  the  correct 
quality  of  the  movement,  or  alternatively,  as  a basis  upon  which  the 
child  creates  a dance  or  movement  pattern.  These  lecture-demonstra- 
tions were  well  attended  and  should  prove  to  be  most  helpful. 

The  post-war  years  witnessed  a great  many  experiments  in  the  use  of 
Free  Activity  methods  in  Infant  and  other  school  departments  and  a 
great  many  claims  were  made  on  behalf  of  these  methods.  Time  and 
practical  experience  has  resulted  in  a modification  of  the  original  ideas 
and  a happy  blend  of  the  traditional  or  modern  methods  has  been 
evolved.  Four  lecture-demonstrations,  illustrating  these  methods  were 
held  during  December  and  were  welcomed  by  the  teachers  concerned. 

Through  the  medium  of  these  two  series  of  lecture-demonstrations 
dealing  with  the  broad  aspects  of  Infant  Physical  Education,  all  Infant 
teachers  should  be  equipped  with  the  necessary  knowledge  to  enable 
them  to  produce  sound  work  of  a high  standard  in  keeping  with  the 
latest  ideas  in  education. 

The  supply  of  tubular  steel  apparatus  has  been  maintained  and  all 
infant  schools  within  the  next  year  or  two  should  be  adequately  provided 
for  the  inclusion  of  all  types  of  hanging,  swinging  and  climbing  activities 
in  the  daily  lessons. 
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PRIMARY  SCHOOL  (Juniors) 

During  the  past  year,  the  Four  Year  Syllabus,  which  has  been  used 
for  the  past  three  years,  has  been  replaced.  The  basis  of  the  work  now  is  a 
lesson  plan  which  the  class  teachers  themselves  use  to  build  up  a scheme 
suited  to  the  needs  and  ability  of  the  pupils.  The  Four  Year  Syllabus 
served  its  purpose  admirably,  by  ensuring,  as  far  as  possible,  a more 
objective  and  enlightened  approach  to  the  work,  at  a time  when  no 
official  guidance  was  available.  Its  chief  limitation  was  that  no  scheme 
of  detailed  work,  however  well-conceived,  could  fulfil  the  individual 
requirements  of  all  children. 

The  suggestion  offered  in  the  Ministry  of  Education’s  publication 
“Planning  the  Programme” — that  the  teacher  is  the  person  best  qualified 
to  judge  the  special  needs  and  ability  of  the  children,  is  a sound  one.  It 
follows  logically  that,  within  certain  limitations,  the  final  choice  of  move- 
ment should  rest  with  the  teacher.  It  is  clear  that  this  places  a new 
freedom,  and  at  the  same  time,  a new  responsibility  on  the  teacher.  The 
difficulty  arises  where  he  or  she  is  inexperienced  and  has  not  sufficient 
technical  knowledge  to  implement  a scheme  of  work. 

In  order  to  assist  teachers  in  this  respect,  a basic  lesson  plan  has 
accordingly  been  issued,  together  with  information  on  sources  of 
material.  The  method  of  presentation  of  the  lessons,  now  almost  more 
than  ever  before,  lays  stress  on  the  intelligent  observation  and  assess- 
ment of  movement.  It  allows  each  child  to  progress  at  his  own  optimum 
rate,  making  the  fullest  possible  use  of  his  resources.  With  this  aspect, 
as  well  as  the  content  of  the  lesson  in  mind,  six  lecture-demonstrations 
have  been  held  which  served  to  illustrate  the  fundamentals  and  advan- 
tages of  the  new  approach.  The  demonstrations  were  well-attended  and 
should  provide  a solid  foundation  for  work  in  the  future. 

JUNIOR  GAMES 

The  practical  application  of  the  comprehensive  games  scheme  issued 
last  year  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  The  unusually  bad  weather  has 
been  one  major  contributing  factor  to  the  deficiency  in  its  interpretation, 
but  the  tendency  to  work  from  day  to  day  instead  of  taking  a long  term 
view,  giving  adequate  attention  to  all  phases  of  the  training,  has  been 
another. 

The  major  games  of  cricket  and  football,  netball  and  rounders  tend 
to  be  played  to  the  exclusion  of  other  more  suitable  games  when  the 
majority  of  children  are  not  ready  for  them.  The  major  games  require 
a high  degree  of  skill.  Whilst  a few  children  are  sufficiently  advanced 
and  co-ordinated  to  reach  a reasonable  standard  in  them,  many  are  not. 

The  underlying  principle  of  successful  games  training  is  careful 
preparation  of  the  content  of  the  lesson.  This  should  be  based  on  an 
assessment  of  the  work  with  regard  to  the  inadequacies  of  performance 
and  actual  ability  of  the  children  concerned. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (GIRLS) 

Consideration  of  the  physical  potential  of  the  individual  rather  than 
of  the  group  is  becoming  the  basis  of  the  work  in  Secondary  Schools 
to-day.  If  the  work  is  to  be  progressive,  both  in  standard  and  scope, 
then  its  limitation  must  be  solely  that  of  the  inherited  resources  of  the 
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individual.  It  must  not  be  limited  by  a series  of  artificial  limits  imposed 
by  the  teacher  on  the  class  as  a whole.  Work  planned  with  the  object 
of  meeting  the  needs  of  the  individual  succeeds  in  achieving  far  better 
results  than  was  possible  in  former  methods.  It  determines  that  every 
child  has  the  opportunity  of  developing  to  the  limit,  physically  and 
psychologically.  The  tendency  for  old  forms  of  Physical  Education  to 
persist  in  some  schools  is  largely  due  to  the  lack  of  opportunity  of 
specialists  to  broaden  their  knowledge  of  modern  trends  in  the  work.  It 
is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  encouragement  be  given, 
wherever  possible,  to  those  willing  and  able  to  attend  recognised  courses. 

SECONDARY  GIRLS  GAMES 

The  major  games  of  hockey  and  netball  in  the  winter,  tennis  and 
rounders  in  the  summer,  continue  to  maintain  their  popularity  in  the 
Girls’  Schools.  Weather  conditions  throughout  the  year  have  severely 
curtailed  the  normal  training  programme  and  inter-school  matches  have 
been  reduced  to  a minimum.  The  Secondary  Modern  Schools  have 
suffered  particularly  in  this  respect.  Always  at  a disadvantage  through 
lack  of  adequate  facilities,  the  weather  has  merely  accentuated  the  urgent 
need  for  more  playing  fields.  At  the  present  time,  the  standard  of  hockey 
is  low  in  these  schools,  and  it  is  likely  to  remain  so  whilst  these  conditions 
prevail.  That  the  game  is  retained  in  the  curriculum  and  continues  to 
be  played  with  enthusiasm  is  a tribute  to  the  teachers  concerned. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (BOYS) 

The  time  is  ripe  for  a complete  re-examination  of  the  method  and 
content  of  the  indoor  physical  training  lesson.  For  many  years  the 
work  and  instruction  has  been  based  upon  two  main  principles  namely, 
that  the  boys  in  any  one  class  are  at  the  same  stage  of  maturity  and 
ability  and  that  the  programme  presented  is  entirely  physical  in  its 
effects.  Modern  educational  theories  and  practice  have  exposed  the 
weaknesses  of  these  assumptions  and  the  teacher  in  the  secondary  school 
is  now  faced  with  similar  problems  to  those  experienced  over  the  past 
three  or  four  years  by  Infant  and  Junior  teachers.  These  difficulties  are 
mainly  concerned  with  method  rather  than  content,  and  arise  because  of 
many  variations  of  physical  build,  aptitude  and  ability  found  in  any  one 
class.  The  only  constant  factor  is  age,  and  ways  and  means  must  be 
found  whereby  each  pupil  can  be  allowed,  within  the  pre-determined 
syllabus,  to  proceed  at  his  optimum  rate.  The  task  is  not  an  easy  one 
and  a period  of  experimentation  must  be  entered  upon  before  a satisfac- 
tory solution  is  found.  A cardinal  principle  of  modern  education  is  that 
the  teacher  must  know  his  pupils’  standards  and  abilities  and  in  order 
to  assist  Secondary  School  teachers  to  do  this,  an  invitation  to  witness  a 
demonstration  of  Junior  School  work  was  sent  to  all  concerned.  In  this 
way,  teachers  of  Physical  Education  in  Secondary  Schools  gained  some 
knowledge  concerning  the  type  of  work  taught  and  the  standard  of 
ability  reached  by  Junior  School  children. 

ASSOCIATION  FOOTBALL 

This  is  pre-eminently  the  most  popular  game  in  the  boys’  depart- 
ments of  the  schools,  and  a reasonable  standard  of  playing  ability  is 
maintained,  but  the  problems  of  suitable  changing  and  washing  accom- 
modation, adequate  clothing  and  good  playing  surfaces  still  remain 
unsolved.  These  three  factors  have  been  very  evident  this  year,  due  to 
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the  abnormally  wet  playing  season,  and  have  been  the  cause  of  a falling 
off,  on  the  scholars’  part,  in  both  attendance  and  interest.  Parents  must 
be  persuaded  to  provide  their  children  with  adequate  boots,  shorts  and 
shirts,  and  the  civic  authorities  must  in  turn  provide  suitable  changing 
and  washing  facilities.  Without  goodwill  on  both  sides  in  the  solution 
of  these  problems  there  is  a danger  that  the  playing  of  soccer  in  boys’ 
schools  will  materially  diminish.  The  leagues,  both  Junior  and  Senior, 
organised  by  teacher-associations  continue  to  provide  and  guarantee 
healthy  inter-school  rivalry  and  competition. 

ATHLETICS 

Athletics  as  a major  sport  is  now  recognised  by  all  Schools,  both 
Secondary  and  Junior,  but  the  system  by  which  it  is  taught  still  requires 
a great  deal  of  thought  and  consideration.  Apart  from  running,  the 
sport  of  athletics  is  full  of  unnatural  movements  which  have  to  be  taught 
and  practised  as  separate  skills.  A great  many  of  these  skills  or  tech- 
niques can  be  taught  indoors  and  class  methods  of  instruction  have  been 
involved.  Time  is  an  important  factor,  and  in  view  of  the  relatively 
short  summer  term,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  schools  will  begin  to  teach 
athletics  during  the  last  month  or  so  of  the  spring  term.  In  this  way, 
it  is  possible  to  prepare  the  pupils  in  the  halls  and  gymnasia  for  the 
practise  of  athletic  events  on  the  playing  fields  during  the  summer  term. 
Competition  is  the  life-blood  of  athletics  and  it  is  especially  pleasing  to 
note  the  increase  in  the  number  of  inter-school  athletic  matches.  If 
this  continues,  perhaps  within  a year  or  so  there  will  be  an  established 
set  of  inter-school  matches  similar  to  the  existing  cricket  and  soccer 
leagues. 

The  Athletic  Calendar  contained  the  two  major  athletic  events  of 
the  year,  namely  the  Annual  Junior  Schools  and  the  Secondary  Schools 
Athletic  Championships,  the  former  at  Hawes  Side  School  Playing  Field, 
and  the  latter  on  No.  1 Oval  in  Stanley  Park. 

Both  events  were  extremely  well-organised  and  successful  in  every 
way  and  respective  secretaries  and  teachers  concerned  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  high  standards  set  and  maintained. 

Blackpool  were  fully  represented  at  the  Lancashire  Schools’  Athletic 
Championships  and  were  successful  in  winning  seven  events.  The  Inter- 
mediate Girls’  Team  won  the  Championship  Cup  and  the  Intermediate 
Boys  were  second.  Seven  girls  and  four  boys  were  chosen  to  represent 
Lancashire  at  the  All-England  Schools’  Championship  and  Carolyn  Ivins 
of  Arnold  Girls’  School  won  the  Intermediate  National  100  yards  Cham- 
pionship. 

BOXING 

Early  this  year  a Schools  Boxing  Association  consisting  of  repre- 
sentatives from  Secondary  Boys’  Schools  was  formed,  and  this  body  will, 
in  future,  control  all  out-of-school  boxing.  Its  first  task  was  the  organisa- 
tion of  the  3rd  Annual  Boxing  Tournament  which  this  year  was  held  at 
the  Tower  Circus  through  the  kind  permission  of  the  Tower  Company. 
Unlike  any  other  sporting  contest,  e.g..  Athletic  Sports,  Football  Leagues, 
or  Swimming  Galas,  this  event  is  non-competitive  in  the  sense  that  schools 
do  not  compete  against  schools.  The  Boxing  Association  took  this  step 
because  it  was  felt  that  boxing  should  take  the  form  of  an  exhibition  of 
skill  rather  than  an  all-out  endeavour  to  win,  which  might  result  in  a 
“ Roman  blood  bath.” 
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CRICKET 

The  playing  of  cricket  this  season  has  been  constantly  hampered  and 
restricted  by  the  wet  weather,  which  prevailed  this  summer.  In  spite  of 
the  weather,  however,  most  schools  managed  to  play  a reasonable 
amount,  but  the  average  standard  of  ability  is  still  low  and  much 
remains  to  be  achieved  in  this  direction. 

The  Secondary  Schools’  Cricket  League  eontinued  to  function  and 
as  a direct  result  a great  many  boys  from  different  schools  experienced 
both  social  and  competitive  relationships. 

Championship  Results 

Winners — Highfield  Boys’  School. 

Inter-school  cricket  in  the  Junior  Schools  is  organised  on  a 
“friendly”  basis  and  many  games  were  enjoyed  by  the  schools  concerned. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  the  game  of  cricket  with  its  relatively  long  periods 
of  inactivity  is  psychologically  or  physiologically  suited  to  Primary 
School  children,  and  it  is  suggested  that  other  games,  e.g.,  stoolball  or 
rounders  would  be  more  suitable. 

DANCE 

A considerable  degree  of  attention  has  been  focused  on  this  subject 
in  Primary  Schools  during  the  past  year.  At  the  Infant  level  it  was  felt 
that  what  was  known  as  the  traditional  Music  and  Movement  lesson  was 
in  many  ways  narrow  in  scope  and  limited  in  educational  value.  More- 
over the  stereotyped  movement  it  produced  was  not  in  keeping  with  the 
ideals  already  established  in  the  Infant  School.  An  attempt  has  been 
made,  therefore,  to  produce  a teaching  method  which  would  fulfil  present 
day  requirements.  In  this  connection  three  lecture-  demonstrations  were 
held  in  the  spring  term. 

Whilst  there  is  undoubtedly  a place  for  rhythmic  training  in  the 
movement  lesson,  it  is  equally  important  to  realise  that  it  is  not  the  only 
consideration.  The  movement  lesson  is  a perfect  medium  for  exercising 
and  developing  the  creative  capacity  of  the  child  by  presenting  the  oppor- 
tunity for  expression  in  an  individual  and  sensitive  way.  In  addition, 
music  must  be  used  judiciously  as  an  aid  to  movement,  in  the  same  way 
that  apparatus  is  used  in  the  P.T.  lesson.  It  is  not  always  essential,  and 
if  used  at  the  wrong  time  can  provide  a serious  limitation  to  freedom  of 
movement. 

The  broadening  of  the  scope  of  dancing  in  Junior  Schools  was  the 
subject  of  two  lecture-demonstrations  held  in  the  summer  term.  The 
demonstrations  showed  how  this  could  be  achieved,  on  the  one  hand  by 
movement  and  creative  dance,  and  on  the  other  through  a modern  appli- 
cation of  National  Dancing.  As  there  is  already  a considerable  amount 
of  folk  dancing  taught  in  Junior  Schools,  in  order  to  achieve  a wider 
approach  to  the  subject,  a six  session  course  in  National  Dancing  was 
held  in  the  evenings  at  the  beginning  of  the  autumn  term.  Training 
in  dance,  rather  than  a series  of  set  steps  and  figures  was  a feature  of  the 
work.  The  course  was  well-attended,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Organisers 
are  due  to  those  who  showed  interest  by  supporting  it. 

SWIMMING 

Swimming  continues  to  play  a major  part  in  the  Physical  Education 
programme  of  schools  in  the  town.  This  year,  a record  number  of 
attendances  totalling  82,065  pupils,  were  made  at  the  four  pools  used 
by  the  Authority. 
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The  instruction  given,  in  most  cases  by  class  teachers  with  no 
specialist  qualifications,  continues  to  maintain  a high  standard.  The 
interest  and  enthusiasm  these  teachers  put  into  their  work  is  worthy  of 
the  highest  praise,  and  is  reflected  in  the  large  number  of  certificates 
awarded  during  the  year. 

The  swimming  clubs  continue  to  flourish  and  provide  a training 
ground. for  older  pupils  of  more  advanced  ability.  They  produce  the 
material  for  competitive  swimming  between  schools  of  the  town,  and 
for  the  Town  Swimming  Team  which  has  achieved  a large  measure  of 
success  this  year. 

Notable  successes  gained  by  Blackpool  pupils  were  those  of  Margaret 
Grundy,  who  gained  third  place  in  the  220  yards  Empire  Games  Breast 
Stroke  Championship;  Trevis  Wilson  also  represented  Great  Britain  in 
the  European  Games  at  Turin.  Margaret  Grundy  was  also  successful 
in  winning  both  the  Girls’  and  Ladies’  Breast  Stroke  titles  at  the  1954 
A.S.A.  Championships  held  at  Blackpool.  This  individual  success  is  due 
to  the  combined  efforts  of  School  Teachers  and  Specialist  Instructors, 
notably  Mrs.  L.  Heaton,  who  has  always  been  a tower  of  strength  in 
school  swimming  in  Blackpool.  Blackpool  is  indeed  fortunate  in  having 
such  an  interested  body  of  teachers  who  are  at  all  times  prepared  to  give 
up  their  leisure  time  in  order  to  further  the  interests  of  swimming  in 
general  and  their  pupils  in  particular. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  record  a considerable  increase  of  interest  in 
the  awards  of  the  Royal  Life  Saving  Society.  For  many  years  the  only 
school  which  presented  pupils  in  any  number  for  these  awards  was  Clare- 
mont Girls’,  but  Highfield  Boys’  School  have  gradually  increased  their 
numbers  during  the  past  two  years,  and  this  year  the  school  was 
extremely  successful,  winning  the  Will  Ogden  Life  Saving  Trophy, 
which  has  been  held  for  the  past  two  years  by  the  Blackpool  Police  Life 
Saving  Team.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  and  more  of  the  Secondary 
Schools  will  train  their  pupils  in  this  valuable  aspect  of  swimming. 

Swimming — Awards 

Tower  Shield — Girls — St.  John  Vianney  Junior. 

Winter  Gardens  Shield — Boys — Claremont  Junior  Mixed. 

The  Tower  and  Winter  Gardens  Shields  are  awarded  to  the  Junior 
Primary  Schools  with  the  highest  percentage  of  Learners’  Certificates 
relative  to  the  number  of  scholars  on  roll.  All  the  Secondary  Schools 
continue  to  hold  their  own  individual  galas,  where  events  suited  to  all 
standards  of  swimming  are  to  be  found.  These  galas  form  an  obvious 
conclusion  to  the  year’s  swimming  programme  and  serve  to  stimulate 
and  further  an  interest  in  swimming  amongst  the  pupils.  They  also 
provide  an  educational  medium  for  the  development  of  a healthy  school 
and  house  spirit. 

The  Combined  Schools’  Swimming  Gala  was  held  at  the  Derby 
Bath  during  October  when  10  records  were  broken  and  a new  event 
incorporating  the  butterfly  stroke  was  introduced  for  the  first  time. 

Ann  Moreton  of  the  Collegiate  School,  equalled  the  Ladies’  British 
Native  Record  of  84  seconds  in  the  110  yards.  This  record,  of  course, 
was  not  officially  accepted  as  the  race  was  not  timed  by  official  time- 
keepers, but  it  is  indicative  of  the  extremely  high  standard  of  swimming 
which  is  to  be  seen  at  this  gala. 
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Championship  Awards 

Girls: — Primary:  Rostron  Duckworth  Trophy:  Revoe  Girls. 
Boys: — Primary:  Sykes  Shield:  Thames  Road. 

Girls: — Secondary:  Argenta  Cup:  Claremont  Girls. 

Boys: — Secondary:  Amos  Crompton  Shield:  Grammar  School. 

ATTENDANCES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Classes 

Derby  Baths  1,031 

Cocker  Street  Baths  1,681 

Lido  Baths  460 


Pupils 

28,128 

42,149 

11,788 


Totals  3,172  82,065 


Comparison  of  Attendances  over  the  Past  Four  Years 

1951  1952  1953  19.54 

64,950  62,182  76,580  82,065 

CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


School 

Learners 

Elemen- 

tary 

Inter- 

mediate 

Advanced 

Totals 

Boys; 

Highfield 

51 

22 

2 

8 

83 

Arnold 

29 

8 

— 

— 

37 

Roseacre  Junior  Mixed 

39 

4 

— 

— 

45 

Waterloo 

24 

9 

— 

— 

33 

Claremont  Jrmior 

55 

10 

— 

— 

65 

St.  John  Vianney  Primarj^ 
St.  Nicholas’ C.E. 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Stanley  Junior 

14 

2 

— 

— 

16 

St.  Kentigem’s  R.C. 

St.  Columba’s  Primary' 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

11 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Our  Lady  and  St.  C. 

- 3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Hawes  Side  Primary 

28 

4 

— 

— 
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St.  John’s  C.E 

18 

5 

— 

— 

23 

Palatine 

11 

13 

21 

5 

50 

Norbreck  Primary 

15 

6 

— 

— 

21 

Baines  Endowed 

16 

4 

— 

— 

20 

Revoe 

34 

12 

— 

— 

46 

Gikls: 

Roseacre  Junior  Mixed 

34 

5 

— 

— 

39 

Baines  Endowed 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Revoe  Girls’ 

43 

7 

— 

— 

50 

Palatine 

53 

64 

19 

— 

136 

Claremont  Secondary 

19 

15 

9 

4 

47 

Claremont  Primary 

St.  Nicholas’  C.E. 

50 

13 

— 

— 

63 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

St.  John  Vianney  Primary 

12 

2 

— 

— 

14 

Stanley  Jimior 

11 

3 

— 

— 

14 

St.  Kentigern’s  R.C. 

14 

8 

— 

_ 

22 

St.  Columba’s 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Our  Lady  and  St.  C. 

2 

4 

— 

— 

6 

Sacred  Heart  R.C. 

19 

17 

— 

— 

36 

St.  John’s  C.E. 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Norbreck  Primary 

22 

5 

— 

— 

27 

Total  (Girls) 

312 

143 

28 

4 

517 

(Boys) 

371 

101 

23 

13 

478 

Total  (Girls  and  Boys) 

683 

244 

51 

17 

995 
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TENNIS 

Interest  in  this  game  is  growing  and  more  schools  are  asking  for 
facilities  to  play  this  game.  In  an  endeavour  to  stimulate  and  further 
this  interest,  a Lawn  Tennis  Coaching  Course  was  organised  co-jointly 
with  the  Lancashire  County  Education  Committee  during  the  Easter 
Term.  This  course  was  arranged  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Lawn 
Tennis  Association.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  series  of  weekly  sessions, 
an  examination  was  held  for  teachers  working  to  obtain  the  Coaching 
Certificate  of  the  Lawn  Tennis  Association.  A number  of  Blackpool 
teachers  were  successful.  Attendance  at  this  course  should  materially 
assist  teachers  in  their  endeavours  to  increase  the  standard  of  play 
amongst  their  scholars. 

PLAYING  FIELDS 

Owing  to  the  extremely  wet  weather  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,  the  majority  of  the  pitches  received  a great  deal  of  wear  and 
the  surfaces  were  badly  torn  and  scarred.  Most  of  the  fields,  however, 
recovered  considerably  and  good  playing  surfaces  are  to  be  found  on 
most  fields. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  long  jump  and  high  jump  pits  were 
constructed  at  Arnold  Girls’  School,  Stanley,  St.  Columba’s  and  Hamp- 
ton Road  Playing  Fields.  A discus  throwing  area  was  also  made  at 
Hawes  Side  Playing  Field. 

Work  commenced  on  the  Grammar  School  Playing  Fields  off  Gar- 
stang  Road  during  the  winter  term,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  pitches  will 
be  ready  for  use  sometime  in  1956.  The  field  at  Our  Lady  of  the 
Assumption  and  St.  Cuthbert’s  was  handed  over  to  the  Committee  during 
the  summer  and  will  be  brought  into  full  use  during  the  summer  of  1955. 

The  northern  section  of  the  town  is  still  badly  off  for  fields,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  existing  under-developed  fields  at  Bispham  and 
the  Arnold  High  School  for  Girls  will  soon  be  developed  and  brought 
into  full  use. 

P.T.  SHOES  AND  CLOTHING 

Plimsolls,  shorts  and  knickers  continue  to  be  supplied  where  neces- 
sary to  Secondary  School  pupils,  but  a real  need  for  a similar  arrange- 
ment is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  in  Junior  Schools  also.  This 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  as  the  use  of  tubular  steel  apparatus  becomes 
widely  applied  and  pupils  are  encouraged  to  take  part  in  hanging, 
swinging  and  climbing  activities  so  also  is  there  a need  for  the  employ- 
ment of  certain  basic  safety  precautions,  the  most  obvious  of  which  is 
adequate  shoes  of  a type  which  do  not  slip,  e.g.,  plimsolls.  At  the 
present  moment  head  teachers  and  teachers  alike  encourage  children  to 
provide  themselves  with  suitable  plimsolls  but.  for  a number  of  reasons, 
this  system  should  be  supplemented  with  the  provision  of  a small  “poo!” 
of  plimsolls. 

THE  FURTHER  TRAINING  OF  TEACHERS 

The  15th  Annual  Easter  Vacation  School  of  Physical  Education 

organised  by  the  North-Western  Counties’  Physical  Education  Associa- 
tion, was  again  held  here  in  Blackpool  through  the  co-operation  of  the 
Education  Committee.  In  all,  some  450  teachers  attended  the  many 
courses  such  as  Boxing,  Swimming,  Physical  Education,  Dancing. 
Canoeing  and  games  of  all  types. 
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PRIMARY  DANCE  (INFANTS) 

During  the  spring  term  three  lecture-demonstrations  were  held  in 
Claremont  Infant  School  to  assist  teachers  in  the  teaching  of  Dance  to 
infants.  Classes  of  children  drawn  from  the  school  illustrated  various 
aspects  of  the  work  and  explanatory  notes  of  advice  and  guidance  were 
distributed.  In  all,  some  150  teachers  saw  the  demonstrations. 

PRIMARY  (INFANTS)  PHYSICAL  TRAINING 

During  the  summer  term  three  lecture-demonstrations,  each  lasting 
2-^  hours,  were  held  at  The  Devonshire  Infants’  School.  The  purpose  of 
these  was  to  introduce  “Planning  the  Programme,”  the  Ministry  of 
Education’s  book  dealing  with  primary  physical  training,  to  the  teachers 
concerned  and  to  suggest  ways  in  which  it  might  be  used.  Demonstra- 
tion Classes  from  Layton  (Infant  Department)  and  the  Devonshire  Infant 
Schools  were  seen,  and  appreciated,  by  the  great  many  teachers  and  head 
teachers  who  attended. 

PRIMARY  (JUNIOR)  PHYSICAL  TRAINING 

Continuing  the  policy  of  expanding  the  individual  teaching  reper- 
toire of  physical  education  technique  and  teaching  methods,  4 lecture- 
demonstrations  were  held  at  Revoe  Boys’  School  during  the  summer 
term.  These  were  designed  to  illustrate  teaching  techniques  with  parti- 
cular reference  to  mixed  classes,  and  the  use  of  certain  pieces  of  small 
apparatus,  namely  skipping-ropes  and  hoops.  The  demonstrations  were 
given  by  classes  of  boys  and  girls  from  Revoe  Girls’  School,  Thames 
Road  and  Claremont  Junior  Schools.  Over  the  period  of  four  days  some 
140  teachers  were  present. 

LAWN  TENNIS  COACHING  COURSE 

Co-jointly  with  the  Lancashire  Education  Committee,  who  shared 
the  financial  responsibility,  a Lawn  Tennis  course  was  held  at  Arnold 
High  School  for  Girls.  The  course,  consisting  of  nine  weekly  sessions  of 
two  hours  each,  was  arranged  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Lawn  Tennis 
Association,  which  also  provided  the  instructor.  Major  R.  A.  Apple- 
whaite.  Eight  Blackpool  teachers  completed  the  course  and  were 
successful  in  obtaining  the  Coaching  Certificate  issued  by  the  Associa- 
tion. 

DANCING  (JUNIOR) 

Classes  from  the  Roseacre  Junior  School  took  part  in  two  lecture- 
demonstrations  held  there  during  the  summer  term.  The  purpose  of  the 
demonstrations  was  to  encourage  a wider  approach  to  the  teaching  of 
dancing  in  the  Junior  School. 

Following  this,  a six-session  course  on  National  Dancing  was  held  in 
the  evenings  in  the  Revoe  Gymnasium  during  the  autumn  terms.  This 
course  was  well-attended  and  served  to  emphasise  that  the  subject  is  not 
merely  a means  of  developing  specialised  techniques  but  is  also  of  wider 
educational  value  exploiting  the  creative  ability  and  capacity  of  the  child 
to  the  full. 
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REMEDIALS 


A great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  at  the  Open-Air  School  by  the 
Woman  Organiser  working  with  the  medical  staff  and  a number  of 
problems  have  been  solved.  Also  some  consideration  has  been  given  to 
the  possibility  of  providing  some  water-work  for  those  unfortunate  pupils 
who  are  handicapped  by  paralysis  of  one  type  or  another.  It  is  hoped 
next  year  to  be  able  to  conduct  a limited  experiment  in  this  direction. 

THE  CAVALCADE  OF  SPORT 

The  3rd  Annual  Cavalcade  of  Sport  was  again  held  before  a very 
enthusiastic  audience  at  the  Tower  Circus  during  March.  The  pro- 
gramme, containing  as  it  does  a variety  of  sporting  items,  is  only  possible 
through  the  goodwill  and  sincere  co-operation  of  all  the  head  teachers, 
staffs,  parents  and  children,  the  many  teacher  associations  and,  last  but 
by  no  means  least,  those  members  of  the  public  who  are  always  pre- 
pared to  help  any  function  connected  with  schools.  Viewed  in  this  light, 
it  is  a thermometer  indicative  of  the  state  of  Blackpool  Schools  and  this 
year’s  success  leaves  everyone  in  no  doubt  that  the  schools  and  scholars 
of  Blackpool  are  enjoying  a high  degree  of  positive  health. 

The  Blackpool  Schools  Sports  Council  which  is  the  co-ordinating 
body  for  all  Inter-School  Sports  in  Blackpool,  continues  to  function  and 
play  an  extremely  important  part  in  the  sporting  life  of  Blackpool  school- 
children.  During  the  course  of  the  year,  it  published  its  Annual  Booklet 
which  contains  all  the  relative  information  concerning  the  nine  con- 
stituent associations.  A copy  of  this  handbook  was  sent  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Education  Committee. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  three  meetings  were  held  in  addition 
to  the  Annual  General  Meeting  at  which  the  Chairman  of  the  Education 
Committee,  Councillor  J.  H.  Smythe,  M.A.,  presented  a medal  to  Mr. 
G.  P.  Ford,  Headmaster  of  the  Highfield  Boys’  Secondary  School,  in 
recognition  of  his  services  over  many  years  as  treasurer  of  the  Council. 


BLACKPOOL  SCHOOLS’  SPORTS  ASSOCIATION— ANNUAL 

REPORTS 

ATHLETICS— SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

In  many  ways  1954  has  been  our  most  successful  season  to  date. 
More  coaching  of  young  athletes  is  being  done  than  ever  before — more 
facilities  are  available  for  those  who  wish  to  train  for  athletics — more 
competition  is  being  offered  at  the  inter-town  level. 

The  Town  Sports  held  on  the  7th  July  at  the  Oval  attracted  a record 
crowd  of  approximately  4,000  spectators.  We  were  honoured  on  this 
occasion  by  the  presence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Education  Committee, 
Councillor  J.  H.  Smythe,  and  Mrs.  Smythe,  who  presented  the  prizes. 

Records  continue  to  be  broken.  16  new  records  were  broken  this 
year,  10  of  them  in  track  events. 

A new  innovation  this  year  was  the  Hexathlon  for  boys  under  15 
and  this  event  was  keenly  contested  by  one  representative  from  each 
school. 
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Results  of  Championships 

Junior  Champions:  Boys  Palatine  Girls:  Highfield 

Intermediate  Champions:  Boys  Highfield  Girls:  Highfield 

Senior  Champions:  Boys  Palatine  Girls:  Arnold 

In  the  County  Sports  held  at  White  City,  Stretford,  we  sent  a full 
complement  of  competitors  and  the  results  were  a great  improvement  on 
last  year:  Blackpool  gained  seven  first  places.  The  Intermediate  Girls’ 
team  won  the  Championship  Cup  and  the  Intermediate  Boys  were 
runners-up  in  their  competition.  From  the  results  of  the  County  Sports 
seven  girls  and  four  boys  were  chosen  to  represent  Lancashire  in  the 
National  Sports  Festival  at  Ashington.  In  this  meeting,  Carolyn  Ivins 
of  Arnold  won  the  National  100  yards.  Intermediate  Championship — a 
very  notable  achievement. 

Another  new  venture  of  the  1954  season  was  a triangular  match  at 
Hawes  Side,  between  Blackpool,  Blackburn  and  Lancaster.  In  this  match 
the  competition  was  keen,  and  the  whole  evening  was  voted  a great  suc- 
cess by  all  concerned. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  Education  Committee  for  their  co-operation 
and  financial  support,  and  to  the  Chief  Education  Officer  and  the 
Organisers  of  Physical  Education  for  their  efforts  on  our  behalf. 

ATHLETICS— JUNIOR  SCHOOLS 

The  Junior  Schools  Annual  Sports  Meeting  was  held  at  Hawes  Side 
School  on  Tuesday,  July  13th. 

Events  ran  smoothly  and  to  time  in  spite  of  adverse  weather  con- 
tions  towards  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

For  a number  of  events  both  heats  and  finals  were  held,  thus 
ensuring  a wider  range  of  schools  participating  on  the  final  day. 

The  Mayor  of  Blackpool,  Councillor  W.  Ogden,  was  present  to  take 
the  salute  at  the  March  Past  and  Councillor  D.  J.  Johnson  presented 
certificates  and  trophies  to  the  winning  competitors  and  schools. 

The  schools  winning  championship  trophies  were  as  follows: — 

3rd  year  girls  Revoe  School 

3rd  year  boys  Layton  School 

4th  year  girls Stanley  School 

4th  year  boys  Norbreck  School 

Champion  Schools 

Revoe  Girls 
Layton  Boys 

CRICKET— SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Eight  schools  again  took  part  in  the  inter-schools  league  of  this 
Association.  Each  school  played  each  other  school  once,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  programme  of  matches  the  top  four  schools  played  each  other 
again  to  decide  the  upper  half,  as  did  the  bottom  four  schools  to  decide 
the  lower  half  of  the  table.  After  a very  close  struggle  the  championship 
was  won  by  Highfield,  the  deciding  match  being  played  on  the  Black- 
pool Grammar  School  ground  between  Highfield  and  Claremont.  This 
year,  for  the  first  time,  the  champions  received  a tangible  reward  in  the 
shape  of  a cup,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Parent,  Teachers’  Federa- 
tion. 
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The  Town  Team  again  entered  the  Lancashire  Schools’  Competition. 
In  divisional  matches  we  defeated  Preston,  Leyland  and  West  Lancashire, 
and  drew  with  Lancaster.  Entering  the  knock-out  competition  for 
divisional  champions,  Blackpool  reached  the  Lancashire  semi-finals  for 
the  second  successive  year,  losing  this  time  to  Liverpool  at  Liverpool. 
Thanks  are  due  to  the  Blackpool  Cricket  Club  for  the  use  of  their  ground 
for  one  of  the  home  town  team  games. 

The  Association  again  suffered  from  a lack  of  good  playing  fields^ — 
the  shortage  of  which  for  inter-school  games  is  becoming  more  acute. 

FOOTBALL— SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Ten  schools  (6  Blackpool  and  4 County)  are  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. These  schools  field  45  teams  in  five  competitions.  Over  500 
boys  are  able  to  represent  their  schools  at  football  during  the  year.  An 
additional  competition  was  introduced  this  year  for  which  a trophy  has 
been  received  from  Mr.  R.  H.  Greaves  of  Knott  End-on-Sea. 

Some  schools  are  able  to  turn  out  four  teams  on  a Saturday  morning. 
Unfortunately,  though  the  boys  are  keen  to  play  and  the  schoolmasters 
are  willing  to  look  after  them,  facilities  in  Blackpool  are  so  inadequate 
that  this  season  it  has  been  impossible  to  find  pitches  on  which  to  play 
even  the  two  teams  for  which  regular  league  fixtures  are  arranged.  The 
Committee,  have,  therefore,  been  compelled  to  temporarily  abandon  the 
leagues. 

Unusually  bad  weather  conditions  have  made  the  position  more 
acute  but  there  is  undoubtedly  an  urgent  need  for  the  provision  of  school 
playing  fields.  Recent  plans  to  provide  them  are  welcomed. 

Highfield  School  represented  the  Association  in  the  1954  competition 
between  the  champion  schools  of  Lancashire  for  the  “Daily  Dispatch” 
Trophy.  The  team  easily  won  the  Divisional  Shield  and  went  on  to 
reach  the  Lancashire  Semi-final.  Palatine  will  be  Blackpool’s  repre- 
sentatives in  1955. 

The  Blackpool  Schoolboys  town  team  had  its  most  successful  season 
for  30  years,  playing  no  fewer  than  13  games  to  reach  the  last  eight  of 
the  Lancashire  and  the  last  16  of  the  English  Schools  F.A.  competitions. 

JANUARY-APRIL  1954: 

ENGLISH  SCHOOLS’  TROPHY 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Association,  we  reached  the 
sixth  round  proper,  i.e.,  last  16  teams  in  England;  which  was  a great 
feat  by  such  a small  Association  as  ours.  In  the  sixth  round  we  travelled 
to  Hull  and  although  lost  to  one  of  the  strongest  teams  in  the  competition, 
we  gained  invaluable  experience. 

LANCASHIRE  SCHOOLS’  CUP 

Having  won  our  way  through  to  the  quarter-finals  we  visited  the 
largest  Association  in  the  English  Schools’  Football  Association,  namely 
Liverpool,  and  were  beaten  by  a much  more  experienced  side. 

FRIENDLY  MATCHES 

Early  in  January  we  entertained  Bolton  schoolboys  and  drew. 
During  Easter,  a future  Blackpool  Schoolboys’  eleven  played  Crosby  and 
Litherland  and  won.  It  is  hoped  that  these  two  fixtures  will  be  annual 
events. 


38 


COUNTY  HONOURS 

James  Strachan  of  Bailey  School  brought  distinction  to  the  Asso- 
ciation by  being  capped  for  the  county  in  matches  with  Durham,  York- 
shire, Cheshire  and  Birmingham.  It  was  a great  pity  that  several  of  our 
players  developed  later  in  the  season  after  the  country  side  had  been 
moulded  as  a team. 

“DAILY  DISPATCH”  SHIELD  AND  TROPHY  COMPETITION 

Highfield  School  represented  Blackpool  and  brought  home  the  divi- 
sional championship  and  were  unfortunate  to  lose  against  Thomas 
Linacre  Grammar  School,  Wigan,  by  one  goal  to  nothing  in  the  All 
Lancashire  “Daily  Dispatch”  Trophy  Semi-Final. 

GENERAL  REMARKS 

We  are  making  a name  for  ourselves  in  Schoolboy  Football.  Invita- 
tions have  been  received  to  play  such  distance  teams  as  Brighton,  Derby, 
etc.,  but  lack  of  finances  limit  us  with  friendly  fixtures.  Our  team  has 
always  given  of  its  best  and  showed  the  true  meaning  of  sportsmanship 
both  on  and  off  the  field. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

We  owe  a great  deal  of  gratitude  to  the  Blackpool  Education  Com- 
mittee for  the  use  of  their  ground  at  Hawes  Side  School;  Mr.  F.  E.  Harri- 
son our  Chief  Education  Officer;  Mr.  J.  G.  Lewis,  Organiser  of  Physical 
Education;  the  Kitchen  Staffs  of  Highfield  and  Palatine  Schools;  referees 
and  linesmen;  Heads  of  schools;  the  Chairman,  Committee  and  members 
of  our  Association,  for  their  willingness  and  co-operation  in  our  interests. 

FOOTBALL— PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 

In  the  first  year  of  its  presentation,  the  Minor  League  Trophy  was 
won,  on  goal  average,  by  Bispham  Endowed  School;  St.  Columba’s 
having  the  same  number  of  points.  Norbreck  with  a good,  strong  team, 
pulled  oft'  a double  by  winning  both  the  Mather  Shield  and  the  Hampson 
Shield.  Revoe  were  the  runners-up  in  the  Mather  Shield,  whilst  Clare- 
mont were  the  runners-up  in  the  Hampson  Shield. 

The  Minor  League  proved  a great  success  for  the  smaller  schools, 
and  enabled  well-matched  teams  to  play  some  very  enjoyable  games. 

Once  again  18  schools  provided  teams  to  form  the  three  leagues; 
North  Section,  South  Section  and  Minor  League.  The  league  leaders  of 
the  North  and  South  Sections  meet  each  other  for  championship  honours, 
the  winner  holding  the  Mather  Shield  for  one  year.  The  Hampson 
Shield  is  a knock-out  competition  embracing  the  three  leagues. 

A fixture  for  friendly  games  was  successfully  run  this  year.  It  em- 
braced the  reserve  teams  of  five  schools.  The  town  team  practised  hard 
and  eventually  worked  well  together  with  a very  satisfactory  result. 
Some  very  pleasing  and  sporting  football  was  played. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOLS’  SWIMMING  ASSOCIATION 

Blackpool  Schools’  swimming  continues  on  the  very  crest  of  the 
wave  at  all  levels  from  Inter-School  and  County  to  National  Class. 

The  annual  Inter  Schools’  Gala  held  in  October  at  the  Derby  Baths 
showed  an  exceptionally  high  standard  of  swimming,  ten  records  being 
broken  and  one  equalled.  Sufficient  entries  were  received  for  all  the  new 
Butterfly  events,  and  the  standard  of  execution  of  this  difficult  stroke  was 
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extremely  good.  Anne  Morton,  Collegiate  School,  clocked  the  amazing 
time  of  84  seconds  for  the  110  yards  Open  Butterfly  event,  this  time 
equalled  the  Ladies’  British  Native  Record  which  had  stood  until  July, 
1954. 

The  Blackpool  team  scored  many  successes  in  the  Lancashire  County 
Championships  held  at  Manchester  in  July  and  at  Swinton  in  September. 
The  joint  team  gained  3rd  place  out  of  21  town  teams: — 

1st — Manchester — 132  points 
2nd — Liverpool — 107  points 
3rd — Blackpool — 9 1 points 

When  one  considers  the  relative  sizes  of  these  three  areas,  the  Black- 
pool achievement  seems  all  the  more  creditable. 

Six  of  our  girls  and  two  boys  gained  places  in  the  Lancashire  team 
versus  Cheshire,  Margaret  Grundy  and  Trevis  Wilson  winning  the 
Breast  Stroke  and  Butterfly  events  respectively,  whilst  other  Blackpool 
representatives  assisted  the  Lancashire  Squadrons  to  victory. 

Further  triumphs  came  at  the  English  Schools’  Championships  in 
October  at  Lancaster  when  four  girls  and  one  boy  represented  Division 
2 (Lancashire  and  Cheshire).  In  this  event  Division  2 won  both  Cham- 
pionship Trophies  in  the  15 — 18  group  for  boys  and  girls. 

This  report  cannot  be  closed  without  the  Association’s  heartiest  con- 
gratulations being  extended  to  Margaret  Grundy  and  Trevis  Wilson. 
Margaret  gained  third  place  in  the  220  yards  Breast  Stroke  Event 
whilst  representing  England  at  the  Empire  Games,  Canada,  and  she  was 
joined  later  in  the  year  at  Turin  by  Trevis  where  they  represented  Great 
Britain  in  the  European  Games,  Trevis  Wilson  swimming  in  the  Butterfly 
event.  Margaret  Grundy  also  brought  off  a unique  double  by  winning 
both  the  Girls’  and  Ladies’  Breast  Stroke  Titles  at  the  1954  A.S.A. 
Championships,  held  at  Blackpool. 

THE  CAVALCADE  OF  SPORT 

The  1954  Cavalcade  of  Sport  was  again  a great  success,  this  annual 
event  not  only  provides  valuable  revenue  for  Schools’  sports  but  serves 
to  spotlight  the  tremendous  amount  of  good  work  done  in  Blackpool 
schools,  and  it  should  be  said,  out  of  schools.  The  Association  would  like 
to  thank  all  those  whose  work  in  the  background  made  the  Cavalcade 
such  a glittering^  success. 

BLACKPOOL  SCHOOLS’  NETBALL  LEAGUE 

Thrugh  the  season,  a reasonably  high  standard  of  netball  was  main- 
tained by  the  six  Secondary  Modern  Schools  in  the  League.  Each 
school  was  represented  by  a first  and  second  team  and  played  a home 
and  away  match  against  every  other  team. 

Hodgson  School  won  the  League  Trophy  (winning  all  their  matches, 
except  two,  and  gaining  54  points  out  of  a possible  60)  and  Tyldesley 
School  were  the  runners-up  (with  37  points). 

There  was  keen  competition  throughout  the  season  and  both  players 
and  spectators  maintained  a high  standard  of  sportsmanship. 
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LANCASHIRE  SCHOOLS’  NETBALL  LEAGUE 


The  1954  season  was  most  successful.  In  the  Lancashire  League, 
the  Blackpool  town  team  was  the  top  of  the  league  comprised  of  Lan- 
caster, Preston  and  Blackpool.  In  the  quarter-final  they  played  Liver- 
pool at  home  and  won  1 1-8.  The  semi-final  had  to  be  played  on  neutral 
ground  and  as  the  opposing  side  was  Oldham,  the  match  was  played  at 
Preston.  Unfortunately,  Blackpool  lost.  The  girls  played  extremely 
well  throughout  the  season  and  showed  great  enthusiasm. 

Blackpool  was  asked  to  stage  the  Annual  Rally  for  the  Lancashire 
Schools’  Netball  League  which  involved  making  arrangements  for  about 
250  teachers  and  girls.  This  was  held  at  Palatine  School  on  Saturday, 
March  20th,  and  we  were  fortunate  in  having  good  weather.  Blackpool 
town  team  played  4 matches  in  the  Rally,  won  3 and  lost  1. 

CONCLUSION 

Physical  Education,  now  solidly  established  in  all  Blackpool  Schools, 
is  recognised  by  administrators  and  teachers  alike  as  an  efficient  and 
effective  instrument  of  education.  This  is  due  mainly  to  the  sincere  and 
whole-hearted  co-operation  which  the  Organisers  of  Physical  Education 
receive  from  the  Education  Committee,  Head  Teachers  and  Teachers 
alike,  and  the  Organisers  wish  to  record  this  fact. 

Physical  Education,  like  other  aspects  of  education,  is  progressive 
and  is  constantly  being  adapted,  changed  or  modified  in  the  light  of  new 
developments  or  ideas.  The  Organisers  have  endeavoured  to  investigate 
and  analyse  the  constant  spate  of  ideas  concerning  the  teaching  of  the 
subjects  in  schools,  and,  through  the  medium  of  Teacher  Training 
Courses,  to  pass  on  the  information  to  the  teachers  concerned.  A great 
deal  has  been  achieved  during  the  year  and  all  concerned  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated. 

In  conclusion,  the  Organisers  wish  to  tender  their  sincere  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  all  members  of  the  Education  Committee,  the  Parks  Com- 
mittee (Mr.  N.  Leach),  the  Baths  Committee  (Mr.  J.  H.  Hollingworth), 
the  Tower  and  Winter  Gardens  Company  (Mr.  W.  J.  McGinty),  the 
Senior  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  Her  Majesty’s  Inspectors  of 
Physical  Education  (Miss  R.  N.  Dewey  and  Mr.  E.  E.  Barnard)  and  the 
Directors  of  the  Blackpool  Football  Club. 

Finally,  the  Organisers  wish  to  record  their  sincere  appreciation  of 
all  the  help  given  by  the  Chief  Education  Officer  and  his  Office  Staff, 
the  Head  Teachers  and  members  of  the  Teaching  Staff,  without  whose 
help  no  lasting  success  could  be  achieved. 

H.  P.  CHAMBERS 
JOHN  G.  LEWIS. 

Education  Department, 

Blackpool. 
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